[DATE]

The Honorable [FULL NAME]

[OFFICE NUMBER AND BUILDING] Senate Office Building

Washington DC 20510

BY FAX: [FAX NUMBER]

Dear Senator [LAST NAME]:

I am writing to you today to request that you cosponsor and support the passage of S. 589, the National Neurotechnology Initiative Act.  This legislation will help speed research and development of new diagnostics, treatments, and cures for brain and nervous system illnesses, disorders, and injuries that currently affect more than 100 million Americans.

The neuroscience field is advancing rapidly, but is still in its infancy.  As the [DIRECTOR/PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR/ETC.] of [RESEARCH INSTITUTION], a [LOCATION]-based research institution [ACTIVITY – e.g. mapping the brain], I see tremendous progress being made every day.  But I also know that we have a long way to go, and that the coordinated, streamlined approach of the National Neurotechnology Initiative Act will help us move much more quickly.

The bill addresses three key issues that will help research organizations like mine make fundamental neuroscience breakthroughs that will lead to better [treatments/diagnostics/cures].  It requires collaboration between federal agencies, which reduces gaps and overlaps in research.  It helps the National Institutes of Health execute their neuroscience research effectively.  And it increases interaction between federal neuroscience researchers and outside research organizations.

Please co-sponsor and support the National Neurotechnology Initiative Act.  With your leadership, Congress can advance neuroscience research that will save and improve millions of American lives.

Sincerely,

[FULL NAME]

[POSITION]

[RESEARCH INSTITUTION]

